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General character of the dissertation 

 

 Relevance and degree of elaboration of the topic. From the 

mid-80s of the 20th century, the first elements of decline in the 

Soviet Union began to manifest themselves clearly. Socio-economic 

decline, in turn, caused turmoil in the USSR. Such tensions also 

exacerbated inter-ethnic relations. The authority of the Soviet Union, 

especially after M.Gorbachev came to power, made serious and 

consistent mistakes in the regulation of inter-ethnic relations. In some 

republics, there were hotbeds of conflict even before the 

establishment of the USSR, and after the establishment of the union, 

instead of being resolved, they were artificially frozen or transformed 

into a latent stage by force. In some regions, the insidious policy of 

the USSR created the hotbeds of conflict. The main geopolitical rival 

of the Soviet Union - the United States of America - tried to take 

advantage of such conditions. An interesting dialectic emerges when 

analyzing the processes of the late 80s and early 90s of the 20th 

century. It becomes clear that just as the aggravation of inter-ethnic 

relations led to the fall of the Soviet Union, the fall of the USSR in 

turn led to the aggravation of inter-ethnic relations and the escalation 

of conflicts.  

 The situation in the South Caucasus was more intense. Here 

there were both conflict hotbeds that existed before the establishment 

of the union, and a number of problems that appeared after the 

establishment of the union. It was as a result of this that three active 

conflict zones emerged in the South Caucasus, which is not very 

large in area: Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict as a result of occupation 

of Azerbaijan territories by Armenia, the Georgian-Abkhaz and 

Georgian-Ossetian conflicts in Georgia. The three listed conflict 

zones were hot spots in the period before the establishment of the 

USSR. 

 In the period of transformation from a bipolar system to a 

multipolar system, USA was trying to establish its hegemony all over 

the world, including realizing its interests in the South Caucasus, 

which is a part of the post-Soviet space. It is relevant studying the 

approach of the USA to the conflicts, its role in their regulation from 
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both a scientific and political point of view. This may allow us to 

understand the role of the United States in the process of peaceful 

settlement of conflicts in the South Caucasus region, as well as to 

determine what factors influence its position. The position and 

statements of the United States regarding to the conflicts in the region 

also have a significant impact on the relations with the states 

involved in the conflict. From this point of view, the study of the 

topic will enable to predict how perspective relations of the regional 

states with the United States will be. It should be noted that the 

United States only acted as an official mediator in the process of 

settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict. However, as a 

superpower, the United States has not demonstrated a decisive 

approach within its own and international organizations’ 

opportunities. However, great hopes were placed on the United States 

in solving not only the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict, but all conflicts 

in the Caucasus. The National leader of the Azerbaijan people, 

Heydar Aliyev, said about this: "... In the elimination of all conflicts, 

as well as the ongoing conflicts in the Caucasus, the United States 

should participate more closely in the activities of international 

organizations, including the CSCE and the Minsk Group. I believe 

that the participation of the United States in these processes will be 

beneficial".1 

 Although the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict has ended, and the 

Republic of Azerbaijan has ensured its territorial integrity thanks to 

Victorious Commander-in-Chief Ilham Aliyev and our brave army, 

but the USA leaders take certain steps in the post-conflict period to 

re-strengthen its influence in the region, participate more closely in 

the peace and regulation process, and maintain its influence. From 

this point of view, it is very important to study the interests of the 

United States in the conflicts in the South Caucasus from a 

theoretical and practical point of view. 

 The USA never became a mediator in the other two conflicts 

– the conflicts in Abkhazia and Tskhinvali regions of Georgia. There 

                                                      

1 Əliyev, H.Ə. Müstəqilliyimiz əbədidir: [46 cilddə] / H.Ə.Əliyev. - Bakı: 

Azərnəşr, c. 2. - 1997.  –s. 318-319. 
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were objective and subjective reasons for this. Compared to the 

Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict, the United States has weakly 

participated in the settlement process of the Georgian-Abkhaz and 

Georgian-Ossetian conflicts. It is also important to clarify the factors 

that cause this on the basis of analyzes conducted from a scientific 

point of view. 

 There are very few studies directly studying the conflicts in 

the South Caucasus in the context of the interests of the USA, and 

usually such works are limited to articles and small scientific reports. 

 H.Pashayev, the first extraordinary and plenipotentiary 

ambassador of Azerbaijan to the United States, is one of those who 

had the opportunity to closely observe the policy of the United States 

in the South Caucasus region. His researches can be considered 

valuable sources in terms of studying the US approach to the 

Caucasus geopolitical space, the countries and the conflicts here.2 

 H.Huseynova in a number of her books and articles also 

talked about the obstacles created by the conflicts in the Caucasus to 

intra-regional and extra-regional integration processes.3 The author 

also touched on the role of organizations such as OSCE and NATO 

in which the USA is an active participant, in the settlement of the 

Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict, and identified the main points in the 

approach of these organizations to the issue. 

 I.Huseinova's work can be considered one of the first 

fundamental works in which conflicts in the Caucasus, ethnic 

separatism, inciting national conflict hotbeds, conflict resolution 

initiatives and problems of Abkhazia, South Ossetia and Chechnya 

are comprehensively studied. The author also analyzed the Armenia-

Azerbaijan conflict in the historical context and assessed it as one of 

the main threats to peace and security in the South Caucasus. In some 

of her works, the historical roots of the conflicts in the South 

                                                      

2 Paşayev, H. Bir səfirin manifesti / H.Paşayev. - Bakı: Şərq-Qərb, - 2007. - 248 s.; 

ABŞ-la əməkdaşlığımızın vacib tərkib hissəsi // - Bakı: Dirçəliş - XXI əsr, - 2003. 

№ 66, - s. 95-100. 
3 Hüseynova, H.K. Müasir inteqrasiya prosesləri. Dərslik. / H.K.Hüseynova. - Bakı, 

-2010. - 300 s.;  Azərbaycan Avropa inteqrasiya prosesləri sistemində: / siyasi 

elmlər doktoru dis. / - Bakı, - 2001. – 314 s. 
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Caucasus, the problems arising in the context of ethnic and territorial 

disputes are widely analyzed.4 

 It is clear that it is impossible to accurately assess the 

approach of the United States to the conflicts in the Caucasus without 

taking into account the Russian factor. In this regard, 

A.Mirabdullayev's work should be noted as one of the most important 

studies. The author has deeply analyzed the essence and goals of 

Russia's geostrategic interests in the South Caucasus, and noted that 

the unresolved conflicts in the territories of Azerbaijan and Georgia 

are important means for Russia’s permission foreign forces into the 

region. In addition, a number of articles of the author are important in 

terms of studying the essence of the conflicts in the South Caucasus.5 

 A number of works of M.Gasimli are important for the study 

of the South Caucasus policy of the United States, especially for the 

study of this state's approach to the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict. 

Here, the history of the emergence of real and potential conflict 

centers in Georgia, the issues of Armenian terrorist-political 

organizations and Armenia's participation in this process were 

studied.6 

 In E.Ahmadov's research, Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict was 

analyzed on the base of accepted documents, and was reflected the 

                                                      

4 Hüseynova, İ.M. Heydər Əliyev və Qafqazda sülh prosesi / İ.M.Hüseynova. - 

Bakı: Çaşıoğlu, - 2008. - 672 s.; Гусейнова, И.М. История народов Кавказа 

(новый и новейший периоды). Баку: Элм ве техсил, - 2006, -603 с. 
5 Mirabdullayev, A.M. Rusiyanın postsovet məkanında geostrategiyası / 

A.Mirabdullayev. - Bakı: Elm, - 2008. - 332 s.; Abxaziya və Cənubi Osetiya 

münaqişələrinin Rusiya-Gürcüstan münasibətlərinə təsiri haqqında // - Bakı: 

Dirçəliş - XXI əsr, - 2008, №126-127, - s. 150-159. 
6 Qasımlı, M.C. Azərbaycan parlamentarizmi tarixi: [2 cilddə] /M.Qasımlı, 

B.Muradova. - Bakı: Mütərcim, c. 2, - 2018, - 680 s. 

Qasımlı, M.C. Azərbaycan Respublikasının xarici siyasəti (1991-2003): [2 cilddə] / 

M.C.Qasımlı. - Bakı: Mütərcim, - c. I. - 2015. - 648 s.;  Azərbaycan 

Respublikasının xarici siyasəti (1991-2003): [2 cilddə] / M.C.Qasımlı. - Bakı: 

Mütərcim, - c. II. - 2015. - 640 s.; Qasımlı, M.C. Gürcüstanda erməni təşkilatlarının 

fəaliyyəti / M.C.Qasımlı, V.Ömərov, N.Ə.Məmmədova və b. Bakı: RS Poliqraf 

MMC, - 2020. - 608 s. 
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approach of a number of international organizations, in which the 

United States participated.7 

In the work of another Azerbaijan author A.Piriyev, in-depth 

analyzes were made regarding the geopolitical goals of the United 

States in the Caucasus region. The author rightly points out that the 

United States has pursued a policy of weakening Russia's position in 

order to strengthen its position in the South Caucasus, and even in 

some cases took steps to reduce Russia's influence in the North 

Caucasus.8  

 In E.Nasibov's monograph, the place of the Caucasus region 

in the geopolitics of the USA, its geostrategic interests in Georgia 

and Armenia, military-political and security factors in the clash of 

strategic interests with Russia and Iran were studied.9  

 In R.Sevdimaliyev’s works, the participation of terrorist 

organizations in the conflicts that arose with the participation of 

Armenians in the South Caucasus keeps in focus.10  

 In the works of A.Gulaliyeva peace-making activities of the 

OSCE in resolving the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict, the position of 

the US as a co-chair country, and the influence of foreign lobbies on 

the US policy were studied.11 

 In recent years, E.Kalbizadeh's researches on conflicts in the 

Caucasus region, the effects of neighboring and great powers’ 

Caucasian policy on the countries of the region have attracted 

attention. In a number of books and articles of the author, issues 

related to the Georgian-Abkhaz and Georgian-Ossetian conflicts and 

                                                      

7 Əhmədov, E. Ermənistanın Azərbaycana təcavüzü: Sənədlər və materiallar. I 

kitab / E.Əhmədov. - Bakı: Azərbaycan Respublikasının Prezidenti yanında Elmin 

İnkişafı Fondu, - 2015. - 324 s. 
8 Piriyev, A.M. Siyasi strategiya və milli təhlükəsizlik problemi / A.M.Piriyev. - 

Bakı: BDU, - 2002. - 534 s. 
9 Nəsibov, E.M. ABŞ və Türkiyənin Qafqaz geosiyasi regionunda strateji maraqları 

və Azərbaycan Respublikası / E.Nəsibov. Bakı: Çıraq, - 2006. - 314 s. 
10 Севдималиев, Р.М. Международный терроризм - глобальная проблема 

современности /Р.М.Севдималиев. - Баку: Элм, - 2004. - 311 с. 
11 Güləliyeva, A.A. Azərbaycan Respublikasının Avropada Təhlükəsizlik və 

Əməkdaşlıq Təşkilatında iştirakı:/siyasi elmlər namizədi dis./ - Bakı, - 2007. -206 s. 
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the participation of the United States in the socio-political processes 

in Georgia have been touched upon.12 

 Considering the ethnic nature of the conflicts in the region, 

understanding the information confrontation in the context of these 

conflicts is an important point for understanding the problems. It is 

known that the USA is one of the main countries in which Armenia 

and world Armenians conduct propaganda against Azerbaijan. From 

this point of view, N.Suleymanli's monograph should be noted as one 

of the most important works.13 

Some articles and books of other authors such as S.Hamidov, 

A.Habibbeyli, Z.Habibova, and V.Omarov are important from the 

point of view of the study of the topic.14  

 In X.Heydarova's dissertation the new geopolitical realities in 

the South Caucasus under the conditions of the new world order, 

geopolitical factors in the formation of the regional policy of the 

United States, the main development directions of the relations 

between the United States and the Republic of Azerbaijan, and the 

level of cooperation within the framework of international 

organizations related to the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict were 

analyzed. Since the topic of the dissertation work is mainly limited to 

                                                      

12 Kəlbizadə, E.H. Cənubi Qafqazda milli münaqişələrdən mümkün istifadə planları 

və regionda marağı olan dövlətlərin mövqeyi // -Naxçıvan: AMEA Naxçıvan 

Bölməsinin Xəbərləri. İctimai və humanitar elmlər seriyası, - 2013. № 1, - s. 48-

56.; Ermənilərin Abxaziyada məkrli niyyətləri və hədəfi: “Qaradənizsahili 

Ermənistan” // Xalq qəzeti. - 2020, 16 oktyabr. - s.11.; Gürcüstanın inzibati-ərazi 

quruluşunda hüquqi və faktiki dəyişikliklər və ermənilərin “kripto-miatsum 

siyasəti” // - Bakı: Gənc tədqiqatçı. - 2019. №2, - s. 234-251.;  
13 Süleymanlı, N.M. Dağlıq Qarabağ münaqişəsinin informasiya modeli / 

N.M.Süleymanlı. - Bakı: Hərbu nəşriyyatı, - 2011. - 280 s. 
14 Həmidov, S.S. Dağlıq Qarabağ münaqişəsi 2020-ci ildə: sülh, yoxsa müharibə? // 

-Bakı: Dirçəliş - XXI əsr, - 2011, №153-154, - s. 146-159; Həbibbəyli, Ə.İ. 

Ermənilər Qazfqazda daha bir separatist bölgə yaradır - Gürcüstanın ərazi 

bütövlüyü təhlükədə - araşdırma: [Elektron resurs] / Strateq, - Bakı, - 2017. URL: 

http://strateq.az/manshet/220283/ermənilər-qafqazda-daha-bir-separatist-bol-gə-

yaradir.html/; Həbibova, Z. ABŞ Prezidentinin ermənilərə “quyu qazan” populizmi 

// Azərbaycan. -2021, 5 may. - s.10; Ömərov, V. və b. Gürcüstan: inzibati-ərazi 

quruluşu, idarəçiliyi və demoqrafiyası / V.Ömərov, E.Kəlbizadə, S.Həbibbəyli, 

N.Məmmədova. K.Salayev. - Bakı: MTM Innovation MMC.- 2019. - 320 s. 
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the Republic of Azerbaijan, have not been paid attentions to other 

conflicts in the region.15  

 In B.Huseyn's dissertation work the geopolitical situation in 

the region in the 90s of the 20th century were analyzed, and were 

touched on the issue of the energy factor in the regional policy of the 

United States. In his dissertation, the author also discussed the issues 

of the US-Russia rivalry for the South Caucasus.16 

 In B.Bayramova’s dissertation work the issue of the position 

of the United States in the direction of the resolution of Karabakh 

conflict was touched upon.17  

 Sh.Gurbanova's dissertation work is important in terms of 

studying the impact of US-Russia rivalry on geopolitical processes in 

the post-Soviet space in 1991-2010. One paragraph of the second 

chapter of the dissertation is directly devoted to the US-Russia 

competition for the South Caucasus.18 

 In the works of Russian language authors N.A.Nartov, 

A.Dugin, A.Utkin, E.B. Anashkina, O.N.Barabanov, P.V.Dudin, 

M.A.Jirokhov19, the authors from Georgia N.Akaba, N.Gegelashvili, 

                                                      

15 Heydərova, X.F. Cənubi Qafqaz siyasəti kontekstində ABŞ-Azərbaycan 

Respublikası münasibətləri: siyasi elmlər üzrə fəlsəfə doktoru dis. / - Bakı: AMEA 

Hüquq və İnsan Haqları İnstitutu, 2017, - 171 s. 
16 Hüseyn, B.V. ABŞ-ın Cənubi Qafqaz siyasətində neft amili: siyasi elmlər üzrə 

fəlsəfə doktoru dis. / - Bakı: BDU, 2013, - 161 s. 
17 Bayramova, B.Ə. ABŞ-Azərbaycan münasibətləri (2001-2008-ci illər): tarix üzrə 

fəlsəfə doktoru dis./ - Bakı, - 2015. - 183 s. 
18 Qurbanova, Ş.M. Keçmiş sovet respublikaları məkanında ABŞ-Rusiya rəqabəti 

(1991-2010-cu illər): tarix üzrə fəlsəfə doktoru dis. - Bakı: AMEA Tarix İnstitutu, 

2014, - 181 s. 
19 Нартов, Н.А. Геополитика / Учебник для вузов. - 2-е изд. - Москва: Юнити-

Дана, - 2002. - 439 с.; Дугин, А.Г. Основы геополитики. Книга 1: 

[Электронный ресурс] / - URL: 

http://ratnikjournal.narod.ru/zip/Dugin.Geopolitika.pdf; Уткин, А.И. 

Единственная сверхдержава / А.И.Уткин. - Москва: Алгоритм, - 2003. - 576 с. 

[Электронный ресурс] / URL: https://knijky.ru/books/edinstvennaya-

sverhderzhava?page=6; Анашкина, Е.Б. Современные ориентиры политики 

США на постсоветском пространстве (на примере Каспийского региона) // 

Журнал США и Канада: экономика, политика, культура. - 2014, №5, - с. 37-

48; Барабанов, О.Н. Политика США в Центральной Азии и Закавказье// 

http://ratnikjournal.narod.ru/zip/Dugin.Geopolitika.pdf
https://knijky.ru/books/edinstvennaya-sverhderzhava?page=6
https://knijky.ru/books/edinstvennaya-sverhderzhava?page=6
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G.Markhuliya, Z.Papaskiri, B.Adveladze, T.Mabichuani, 

K.Kvashilava issues such as the Caucasian policy of the United 

States and its approach to the conflicts in Georgia were also involved 

in the research.20 In her work, N.Akaba paid attention to the 

Georgian-Abkhaz conflict, issues of ensuring political stability in the 

region, as well as issues of foreign experience in this field. Ukrainian 

author U.A.Chugaenko analyzed the Georgian-Ossetian conflict in a 

historical context, but presented the conflict as a conflict between two 

subjects - "Georgia and South Ossetia" rather than between the center 

and the separatists.21 

                                                                                                                           

Южный фланг СНГ: возможности и вызовы для России. - М.: Логос, - 2003. - 

c. 336-350; Дудин, П.В. Миротворческая операция в Абхазии (1994-2008 гг.): 

основные задачи Коллективных сил по поддержанию мира в зоне 

межнационального конфликта // Армия и общество. - 2009. № 4, - с. 31-35; 

Жирохов, М.А. Семена распада: войны и конфликты на территории бывшего 

СССР [Электронный ресурс] / М.А Жирохов. - Санкт-Петербург: БХВ-

Петербург, - 2012. - 688 с. URL: 

http://library.lol/main/F1961B92D8A5C088DDE24370FE325A07 
20 Akaba, N. The Role of International Inter-governmental Structures in the 

Resolution of the Georgian-Abkhaz Conflict and Political Stabilisation in the 

Region (before August 2008) // International Engagement in the Georgian-Abkhaz 

conflict resolution proces, - 2010, May, - p. 9-18; Гегелашвили, Н.А. Политика 

Вашингтона в государствах Южного Кавказа и Центральной Азии // США и 

Канада: экономика, политика, культура. - 2007. №7. - с. 46-78; Мархулия, Г. 

Армяно-грузинские взаимоотношения в 1918-1920 годах / Г.Мархулия. - 

Тбилиси, - 2007. 81 c.; Армяне в поисках Армении. / Г.Мархулия. - Тбилиси: 

Универсал, - 2010, - 232  с.; Папаскири, З. Абхазия история без 

фальсификации / З.Папаскири.-Тбилиси: Издательство Сухумского 

Государственного Университета, - 2010. -597 c.; Адвеладзе, Б., Мабицуани, Т. 

Армянский батальон имени Баграмяна и этночистика Грузии Абхазии / 

Б.Адвеладзе. - Тбилиси: Универсал, - 2009. - 110 c.; Kvaşilava, K. Abhazya 

beyliği’nin ruslar tarafindan ilhakı ve “Kafkasya arkeografik komisyon’un 

akitlarina” göre Osmanlı devleti’nin tutumu // Yeni ve yakın çağda türk-gürcü 

ilişkileri. - 2019, 2-3 Aralık / Ed. İ.Tellioğlu, R.Kvrelişvili. - Trabzon: Serander 

yayınları. - 2020.  - s. 493-512. 
21 Чугаенко, Ю.А. Грузия – Южная Осетия: исторические первопричины 

противостояния / Ю.А.Чугаенко. - Киев: Национальная академия управления, 

-2013. - 240 с. 
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 A number of works of authors from the USA and European 

countries have special importance for the study of the topic. 

Z.Brzezhinski analyzed the geopolitical aspects of the conflicts that 

took place in the South Caucasus region, and especially tried to 

determine the sources of the escalation of the conflicts that appeared 

on the ethnic grounds.22 In his article published in 2021, S.Blank 

made an analytical analysis of the changes that the Biden 

administration should and can make in the South Caucasus, and noted 

the steps that the new administration can take in relation to the 

conflicts in the region.23 In the articles of L.Coffey, special attention 

is paid to issues related to the importance of Azerbaijan for the West 

and the balancing role of Georgia in the South Caucasus.24 

 During the writing of the dissertation work, along with the 

research works, were widely used the materials reflected in the 

multivolume sets of National leader Heydar Aliyev’s "Our 

independence is eternal"25, “Ilham Aliyev. Development is our 

goal”.26 The information, speeches presented in these multivolumes 

are very important from the point of view of clarifying the policy of 

the USA in the Caucasus, especially its approach to the Armenia-

Azerbaijan conflict and how the US sees ways to solve the problem.  

                                                      

22 Brzezhinski, Z. The Grand Chessboard: American Primacy And Its Geostrategic 

Imperatives. Paperback, / Z.Bzezhinski. - 1998. - 223 p. 
23 Blank, S. What the Biden Administration Can and Should do in the South 

Caucasus: [Electron resource] / The Central Asian-Caucasus Analyst. -2021, 

February 8. URL: www.cacianalyst.org/publications/analytical-articles/item/13661-

what-the-biden-administration-can-and-should-do-in-the-south-caucasus.html 
24 Coffey, L. Georgia’s Balancing Act in the South Caucasus: [Electron resource]/ 

Middle East Institute, - 2020, October 12. URL: 

www.mei.edu/publications/georgias-balancing-act-south-caucasus 

Coffey, L., Nifti, E. Why the West Needs Azerbaijan: [Elektron resurs]/ Foreign 

policy. - 2018, May 28. URL: https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/05/28/why-the-west-

needs-azerbaijan/ 
25 Əliyev, H.Ə. Müstəqilliyimiz əbədidir: [46 cilddə] / H.Ə.Əliyev. - Bakı: 

Azərnəşr, c. 2. - 1997.  - 604 s. 
26 Əliyev, İ.H. İnkişaf məqsədimizdir. [104 cilddə] / Buraxılışa məsul R.Mehdiyev. 

- Bakı: Azərnəşr, c. 73. - 2018. - 400 s. 
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 In the conducting of the research were used materials of the 

websites of various international organizations and official state 

bodies of countries and mass media - BBC, Reuters, (Great Britain), 

"Foreign policy" (USA), "Kommersant", "Utro", "Nezavisimaya 

gazeta" (Russia), "Azerbaycan", "Express", "Yeni Azerbaycan", 

AzTV, Azertac, national security concepts and other official 

documents of the USA, Russia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia. 

 The object and the focus of the research: The object of this 

study are the conflicts and the regional policy of the United States in 

the South Caucasus, which is one of the subregions of the Caucasus 

and Central Asia region, which has a special place on the geopolitical 

map of the modern world. The focus of the research is the impact of 

US regional policy and regional interests on the emergence, 

development and settlement of the conflicts in the South Caucasus. 

 Goals and objectives of the research: The main goal of the 

study is to analyze the policy of the United States in the direction of 

peaceful resolution of conflicts in the South Caucasus, and to 

determine under which factors this policy form and change. To 

achieve the mentioned goal, the following tasks were defined and 

fulfilled: 

- Studying the causes of conflicts in the South Caucasus and 

classifying these conflicts; 

- To analyze the foreign policy of the United States and 

determine the place of the South Caucasus in this policy; 

- To analyze Azerbaijan's victory in the Second Karabakh War 

and learn ways to eliminate potential danger center in the 

region; 

- To study the attitude of the USA to the Second Karabakh war 

and its possibilities of influencing the post-war regulation 

process; 

- To analyze the current situation of the conflict of Abkhazia, as 

well as its perspectives; 

- To study the causes, current situation and perspectives of 

Ossetian separatism in the Tskhinvali region of Georgia; 

- to analyze the US approach to the Georgian-Abkhaz and 

Georgian-Ossetian conflicts; 
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- Investigate Armenian separatism in the Samtskhe-Javakheti 

region of Georgia and consider it as a threat to US interests. 

 Research methods: Both general and applied research 

methods were used during the research. The sociological method was 

used to determine the effects of the social events occurring both in 

the countries of the South Caucasus region and within the United 

States on the change of the regional policy of the United States and 

its approach to the conflict settlement process. The application of this 

method allows us to clearly understand and analyze the South 

Caucasus policy of the United States in the context of internal 

development processes in the countries of the region. One of the most 

widely used general research methods in dissertation work is the 

comparativist method. Through the application of this method 

comparisons were made between real and potential conflicts in the 

South Caucasus, between the regional policies of the United States 

and other interested states in the region, and were determined similar 

and different aspects. 

 As for the applied methods, study of documents, content and 

event analysis, and modeling were applied during the research. 

 Main provisions for the defence: The main provisions of the 

dissertation are as follows: 

- Any conflict in the South Caucasus region may threaten US 

energy interests; 

- The importance of the South Caucasus for the United States is 

determined both by its economic and energy potential and by 

the military-strategic position of the region; 

- Any separatist conflict in the South Caucasus in its current 

form is not in the interest of the United States, because of the 

United States does not have the ability to control the 

separatist forces in the South Caucasus and separatist can fall 

easily under the sphere of influence of Russia; 

- In the process of negotiations during 1994-2020, the USA 

showed a pacifist position in the direction of resolving the 

Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict and did not take decisive steps to 

resolve the conflict; 
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- After the 44-day war, the United States is active in the peace 

negotiations between Armenia and Azerbaijan in order to 

have more influence and not to give this position to its 

geopolitical rivals. 

- The autonomy demands of Armenians in Abkhazia may lead 

to a "conflict within a conflict" situation in the future; 

 Scientific novelty of the research: The scientific innovations 

obtained as a result of research are the following, and the main 

provisions related to these scientific innovations are reflected in 

scientific works published in different periods: 

- The conflicts in the South Caucasus region were classified 

according to 4 parameters (causes of occurrence, regulatory 

mechanisms, geographical area, and current stage of 

development). 

- It has been determined that between 2004 and 2008, which is 

of critical importance for Georgia's self-defense, the United 

States did not provide decisive support to Georgia when it 

faced a real threat from Russia. 

- It has been determined that Armenian separatism in Javakheti, 

parallel to the conflict in Abkhazia and the Georgian-Ossetian 

conflict in the Tskhinvali region, can be a threat to the 

regional interests of the United States in the near future. 

- After the 44-day war, due to the limited influence of the USA 

on Azerbaijan and Armenia, the Armenian lobby in the USA 

began to put pressure on this country's administration in 

different areas (for example, the recognition of the fictional 

"Armenian genocide"). 

 Theoretical and practical significance of the research: The 

relevance of the dissertation work determines its theoretical and 

practical importance. The results obtained during the research, the 

proposed provisions and forecasts can be used in the implementation 

of the foreign policy activities of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

of Azerbaijan. 

 Another importance of the research is that this research can be 

used in the future for conducting research in this direction, as well as 

organizing scientific seminars and conferences, and this research can 
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serve as a source for the preparation of textbooks and teaching tools 

in the field of Caucasian studies and international relations. 

 Approbation and application: Regarding the main results of 

the research, the author have reports at international and republican 

important conferences and forums in Azerbaijan and abroad, and 

published articles in Azerbaijan and English languages in foreign 

journals included in the local and international bases recommended 

by the Supreme Attestation Comission under the President of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan. 

 The name of the organization where the dissertation has 

been carried out: Institute of Law and Human Rights of the 

Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences. 

 The total volume of the dissertation by indicating the 

volume of the structural sections of the dissertation separately: 
Dissertation consists of introduction, 3 chapters, 8 paragraphs, 

conclusion and list of used literature. The introductory part of the 

dissertation is 21389 characters, the first chapter consisting of two 

paragraphs is 56956 characters, the second chapter consisting of three 

paragraphs is 95740 characters, the third chapter consisting of three 

paragraphs is 61296 characters, the conclusion is 6379 characters, 

and total volume is 241760 characters. 

 MAIN CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION 

In the "Introduction" the relevance of the topic is based, the 

degree of development in political science is analyzed. Here about 

the object, focus, goals and objectives of the research, the methods 

used during the writing of the dissertation were informed. 

Information was provided on the main provisions and innovations 

that were defended, and the theoretical and practical importance of 

the research was justified. In the introductory part the approbation 

and application of the work, the name of the organization where it 

was carried out, the volume of the structural sections of the 

dissertation are indicated separately, and the total volume of the 

dissertation is indicated with a sign. 

 The first chapter of the dissertation, called "Characteristics 

of conflicts in the South Caucasus region and the geopolitical 

impacts of the United States", consists of two paragraphs. In the 
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first paragraph called "Causes of occurence and classification of 

conflicts in the South Caucasus", attention was paid to the causes 

of conflicts in the region and the classification of conflicts was made. 

As research focus it is possible to classify the causes of Armenia's 

aggression to Azerbaijan, the emergence and development of 

conflicts in Georgia's Abkhazia, Tskhinvali, Samtskhe-Javakheti 

territories as follows: geographical; historical; ethno-demographic; 

theological and cultural; economic; ideological; geopolitical reasons 

etc. 

 The location between the Caspian and the Black Sea, the 

possession of rich natural resources, mainly fertile lands, and the 

availability of water and hydrocarbon resources have been one of the 

factors that motivated the struggle for every inch of the South 

Caucasus. 

 Historical factors also have a significant impact on the 

emergence of conflicts in the territory of the South Caucasus, the 

complexity of their resolution processes. In particular, the "historical 

memory" related to events that happened or fabricated at a certain 

stage of history slow down the process of eliminating inter-ethnic 

conflicts in the region. 

 The South Caucasus is one of the most distinguished regions 

not only of the Eurasian continent but also of the whole world in 

terms of the richness of its national-ethnic composition. Most of the 

conflicts in the Caucasus region are caused by national-ethnic 

clashes. The basis of the conflict in Abkhazia is Georgian-Abkhaz 

hostility, and the basis of the conflict in the Tskhinvali region is 

Georgian-Ossetian enmity. Ethno-demographic factors are at the root 

of what happened in the Samtskhe-Javakheti region, which is 

considered as a potential conflict region. 

 Theological and cultural factors also played a certain role in 

the emergence of conflicts in the region. In particular, during the 

Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict and Russian-Chechen conflict, the fact 

that the parties to the conflict belonged to different religions 

increased the influence of these factors. 
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 The increase of the conflict potential in the region is due to 

the fact that since ancient times this area served as a kind of bridge 

for peoples moving from Asia to Europe and the Middle East. 

 Ideological factors also play an important role in the 

emergence of conflicts in the Caucasus. For example, in the 1990s of 

the 20th century, the nationalist-ideological appeals of the Georgian 

president Z.Gamsakhurdia and the rise of nationalism in the country 

played a special role in the emergence of Abkhaz and Ossetian 

separatism in Georgia. Or, it is necessary to mention that the 

fabricated, baseless ideological challenges such as "great Armenia", 

"Miatsum" which injected into the minds of Armenians are the 

reasons why Armenia commits bloody acts of terrorism, genocide 

against the population of Azerbaijan and manifesting the conflict in 

an even more acute form. 

 From the beginning of the 90s of the 20th century the 

transformation of the conflicts that existed historically in one or 

another way into conflicts with active military operations was 

directly related to geopolitical factors. In December 1991, the erasure 

of the USSR as a state from the stage of history caused serious 

geopolitical changes. 

 The second paragraph of this chapter is called "The place of 

South Caucasus in US foreign policy". In this paragraph, it is noted 

that USA’s interest mainly stems from its global geopolitical power 

claims and economic interests which is one of the main states 

actively fighting for its interests in the region at the modern stage. 

Directions such as protecting regional stability, preventing the revival 

of frozen conflicts, and supporting democratic changes, as well as the 

international integration of Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia form 

the basis of the US policy on the South Caucasus. The great 

importance of the South Caucasus for the United States is also 

determined by its military-strategic position. After the fall of the 

USSR, the United States began to pursue a course of pushing Russia 

and Iran out of the region. 

At the current stage, J.Biden's administration, together with 

the European Union, is trying to take steps and create real motives to 

involve all three states of the South Caucasus to a greater degree than 
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before. In the United States, it is believed that especially the strong 

support of the United States for democratization reforms and 

economic development in Georgia and Armenia, can serve to reduce 

Russia's influence. American researcher S.Blank writes that 

continued US support for "democratization" and "economic 

development" in Armenia can help reduce the influence of not only 

Russia, but also Iran.27 

 Regarding the factors affecting the formation of the South 

Caucasus policy of the United States, the first factor is the foreign 

policy of the Russia in this region. This policy course precludes 

actions involving the enlargement of the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization. The second important factor is Iran's ability to 

influence the region as a regional geopolitical player. Studies show 

that although the US has managed to limit Iran's relations in other 

directions, it has not been able to do so in the direction of the South 

Caucasus. Even Azerbaijan and Georgia which the United States has 

established close relations in the South Caucasus continued 

cooperation with Iran during the period of sanctions. Thirdly, the 

presence of conflicts in the South Caucasus region and separatist 

regions outside the control of the United States (Abkhazia, 

Tskhinvali region) creates room for maneuver for the geopolitical 

rivals of the United States. In addition to all this, the fact that it has 

an important strategic position in the fight against international 

terrorism determines the priority of the South Caucasus direction in 

the foreign policy of the United States. 

 The first paragraph of the second chapter of the dissertation 

entitled "Frozen conflicts in the South Caucasus and the position 

of the United States" is called "The conflict of Abkhazia: causes, 

current situation and attempts to settlement". In this paragraph, 

the reasons of the emergence of the conflict of Abkhazia, the current 

situation and predictions about its future have been analyzed. 

                                                      

27 Blank, S. What the Biden Administration Can and Should do in the South 

Caucasus: [Electron resource] / The Central Asian-Caucasus Analyst. -2021, 

February 8. URL: www.cacianalyst.org/publications/analytical-articles/item/13661-

what-the-biden-administration-can-and-should-do-in-the-south-caucasus.html 
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 The processes that took place at the end of the 80s of the 20th 

century resulted in the adoption of the act on the restoration of state 

independence in Georgia on April 9, 1991.28 As a result of the 

presidential elections held soon after, Z.Gamsakhurdia, who was 

elected with his more radical nationalist calls, came to power. After 

that, problems between Georgians and other nationalities, especially 

Armenians and other ethnic minorities (Ossetians, Abkhazians) living 

in Georgia became more acute. The processes especially led to the 

strengthening of separatist tendencies among Abkhazians and 

Ossetians.  

 Despite the overthrow of Z.Gamsakhurdia, it was not possible 

to prevent the processes. In August 1992, the conflict in Abkhazia 

entered the military phase. In the following years, with the entry of 

international organizations, Russia and other states into the process, 

the conflict ceased to be an internal issue of Georgia. In 2006, the 

Russian administration began to show the situation around Kosovo as 

a precedent for international recognition of Abkhazia. In mid-July 

2006, the Georgian parliament passed a resolution demanding the 

withdrawal of Russian peacekeeping forces from Abkhazia and South 

Ossetia. In response, the separatist Abkhazian "parliament" called on 

all countries, including Russia, to "immediately begin the process of 

official recognition of the independence of the Republic of Abkhazia" 

and also appealed to the UN, OSCE and other international 

organizations to stop the military plans of the Georgian 

administration. 

 In 2008, the start of a large-scale operation by the Georgian 

side against the Ossetian separatists in the Tskhinvali region 

strengthened the belief that the Abkhaz side would most likely 

become the target of the next strike. On August 20, the "parliament" 

of separatist Abkhazia appealed to Russia to recognize its 

                                                      

28 Акт о восстановлении государственной независимости Грузии / Подписано 

членами Верховного Совета и Правительства Республики Грузия Тбилиси, 9 

апреля 1991 г.: [Электронный ресурс] / Тбилиси, 1991. URL: 

www.gorby.ru/userfiles/gruzia(1).pdf 
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independence.29 On August 25, 2008 the Council of the Russian 

Federation accepted a request to President D.Medvedev to recognize 

the "independence" of the fictional "South Ossetia" created in 

Tskhinvali and the separatist Abkhazia.30 On the same day, the State 

Duma adopted a similar appeal to the President of Russia. On August 

26, the President of the Russian Federation stated that the attack on 

"South Ossetia" (Ossetian separatists in Tskhinvali) leaves Russia 

with no choice but to recognize Abkhazia and South Ossetia as 

independent states. 

 On August 28, the Georgian parliament unanimously adopted 

a decision that Abkhazia and South Ossetia are territories occupied 

by the Russian Federation, and Russian peacekeepers are called 

occupying forces. 

 Relations between Georgians and Abkhazians are still 

conflictual. Currently, a separatist regime is operating in Abkhazia. 

The Georgian government does not recognize this regime. The 

United States supports the territorial integrity of Georgia. The Law of 

Georgia dated November 23, 2008 "On Occupied Territories" 

regarding Abkhazia is in force.31 

The conflict in Abkhazia continues to exist, but new potential 

sources of conflict are forming in the separatist entity itself. This is 

mainly related to the activities of Armenians in Abkhazia.32 The 

conflict of Abkhazia remains unresolved and is considered a "frozen 

conflict" zone. 

                                                      

29 Стенограмма заседаний Государственная Дума. 2008 год. Оcенняя сессия. 

25 августа — 19 сентября / Ответ. за выпуск М.О.Теплова. – Москва: Издание 

Государственной Думы. –c. 25. 
30 Обращение Совета Федерации Федерального собрания РФ к Президенту 

Российской Федерации Д.А.Медведеву о признании независимости Южной 

Осетии и Абхазии. 25 августа 2008 года. : [Электронный ресурс] / -Москва, -

2008, URL: https://www.garant.ru/news/14424/ 
31 Закон об оккупированных территориях: [Электронный ресурс] / 

Matsne.gov.ge, URL: 

https://matsne.gov.ge/ru/document/view/19132?publication=8 
32 Kəlbizadə, E.H. Ermənilərin Abxaziyada məkrli niyyətləri və hədəfi: 

“Qaradənizsahili Ermənistan” // Xalq qəzeti. - 2020, 16 oktyabr. - s.11. 
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 The second paragraph of the second chapter is called 

"Reasons, current situation of Ossetian separatism in the 

Tskhinvali region of Georgia". Another frozen conflict region in 

the Caucasus is in the Tskhinvali region of Shida-Kartli region of 

Georgia. It is clear from the research that the transition of this 

conflict to the opening phase was related to the processes that took 

place on the eve of the collapse of the USSR. Various efforts have 

been made over many years to settle the conflict. After M.Saakashvili 

came to power in Georgia, the Georgian-Ossetian conflict turned into 

a military conflict again. As a result of the confrontation that began 

with the deploying troops by the Central Georgian authorities into the 

Tskhinvali region (South Ossetia), the civilian population and 

soldiers of both sides died. Since the summer of 2008, Russia has 

started punitive measures against Georgia, which during 

M.Saakashvili's rule was significantly removed from Russia's 

geopolitical axis and acted as an unequivocal defender of US interests 

in the South Caucasus region. This was mostly done at the expense of 

South Ossetia (Tskhinvali) and Abkhazia, which are rebel and 

separatist territories of Georgia under Russian influence. 

 In August 2008, the tense situation around Tskhinvali resulted 

in 5-days war between Russia and Georgia. On August 12, the 

President of the Russia, D.Medvedev ordered the Russian army to 

cease hostilities, announcing that they had "achieved the defined 

objectives".33 On that day, the presidents of Russia and France 

announced the 6-point "Medvedev-Sarkozy" plan to end the war and 

settle the conflict. M.Saakashvili had strategic mistakes in the 

occurrence of these events, too. His uncalculated, hasty moves and 

provocative policies against the Russian administration have caught 

both his country and its Western backers off guard in front of Russia. 

Georgia remained alone in front of Russia. Knowing that he would 

not be able to continue in the face of a Russian army, Saakashvili 

used more aggressive and provocative statements instead of making 

                                                      

33 Чугаенко, Ю.А. Грузия – Южная Осетия: исторические первопричины 

противостояния / Ю.А.Чугаенко. - Киев: Национальная академия управления, 

-2013. – s. 178. 
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statements that would reduce tensions and distract the parties from 

war. This ultimately resulted in Georgia suffering heavy losses. 

International support, military and humanitarian aid which was 

provided to Kiev, as well as the policy of tough sanctions against 

Russia, during the Russia-Ukraine war in 2022 was not provided to 

Georgia in 2008. This was decisive in the fate of the Russian-

Georgian war. 

 The third paragraph of this chapter is called "US Approach 

to Georgian-Abkhaz and Georgian-Ossetian conflicts". This 

paragraph emphasizes that various factors influenced the US 

approach to the Georgian-Abkhaz and Georgian-Ossetian conflicts in 

the Tskhinvali region. At the beginning, the US considered the 

creation of hot spots in the potential conflict zones in the territories of 

the republics of the USSR, which was its geopolitical rival, as an 

opportunity. Such conflicts could ensure the achievement of the goal 

of the United States, which was trying to weaken the USSR. In this 

regard, in the early stages of the emergence of both conflicts, there 

are no special calls from the United States. After the start of the 

Georgian-Abkhaz conflict, the United States gradually took steps to 

play a role in the conflict settlement process.  

 The group of friends of the UN Secretary General was created 

in 1993 with the aim of settling the Georgian-Abkhaz conflict by 

peaceful means. The group consisted of 5 countries: Russia, USA, 

Great Britain, France and Germany. Using the UN as a mechanism, 

the main goal of the US in forming this group and joining it was 

gaining opportunity of control over the Russian-mediated 

negotiations between the conflict parties in Geneva.34 At that time, 

leader of Georgia was E.Shevardnadze, who was the foreign minister 

of the USSR. He tried to eliminate the problems faced the country 

and at the same time to strengthen his power by maneuvering 

between the USA and Russia.  

                                                      

34 Живущие Неопределенностью. Положение этнических грузин, 

возвращающихся в Гальский район Абхазии [Электронный ресурс] / HRV.org, 

- 2011. URL: https://www.hrw.org/ru/report/2011/07/15/256227 
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 The USA and NATO, tried to take a more active role in the 

region after the "Rose Revolution" in Georgia under the leadership of 

M.Saakashvili. The transformation of the Georgian army into the 

NATO model and the training of its personnel by specialists from the 

US came forward from Georgia's intentions to form a new defense 

space. For Russia, one of the main means of preventing this tendency 

was the conflicts in Abkhazia and Tskhinvali regions. 

 In the period after 2008, there was a relative retreat in the 

South Caucasus policy of the United States, but until this period, 

steps were taken in certain ways to implement the above plan. 

 In modern times, in the context of Russia-Ukraine war, the 

conflicts in Georgia have somewhat faded into the background. The 

US is still waiting on these issues. 

 USA's attitude towards the Georgian-Abkhaz and Georgian-

Ossetian conflicts was formed in the background of its geopolitical 

rivalry with the USSR, and later with Russia. The US does not 

recognize them, declaring that it recognizes the territorial integrity of 

Georgia. 2004-2008 was the period when the US provided the most 

real assistance to Georgia in solving these conflicts. During this 

period, the US took various steps to strengthen the Georgian armed 

forces, but it did not provide decisive support when Georgia was 

faced with a real threat from Russia. From that period, Russia's 

influence on the South Caucasus began to strengthen again. The 

weakening of the USA's position in the region was also influenced by 

the tensions it experienced in relations with one of its closest allies, 

Turkey.  

 It was not possible for the United States to play a decisive role 

in the settlement of the conflicts in Abkhazia and Tskhinvali since 

2008. Considering the geopolitical realities, Georgia is waiting for 

favorable conditions for the resolution of these conflicts.  

 The war between Russia and Ukraine, which started in 

February 2022, also creates certain hopes in Georgia. It is believed 

that the possibility of resolving conflicts in the territory of Georgia in 

the near future depend on how much Russia weakens in the war with 

Ukraine. 
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 The first paragraph of the third chapter entitled "Potential 

sources of conflict in the South Caucasus, ways to eliminate them 

and the interests of the United States" is called "Azerbaijan's 

victory in the Second Karabakh War and ways to eliminate a 

potential source of danger in the region." In this paragraph, were 

studied the military-political solution of the conflict that arose as a 

result of occupation of Azerbaijan territories by Armenia and existed 

for nearly 30 years, and ways to eliminate the potential source of 

danger in the region. 

 The analyzes show that the efforts of countries such as the 

USA, France, Russia, Iran, Kazakhstan to mediate for the peaceful 

settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict, the resolutions35 

adopted by the UN regarding the withdrawal of the Armenian armed 

forces from the occupied territories of Azerbaijan, the activity of the 

OSCE Minsk Group which was established for the peaceful 

settlement of the conflict was fruitless. This was also related to the 

geopolitical and geoeconomic interests of the US in the region. 

 In September 2020, Armenia again committed provocations 

and attacks on civilian settlements in the frontline zone. Diplomatic 

ways to resolve the conflict have been exhausted, the disruptive 

position of the Armenian side made peace negotiations meaningless. 

In order to prevent the provocations of Armenia and to put an end the 

the occupation process, Azerbaijan chose a military-political solution 

as a last resort. The war lasted 44 days. On November 10, a Trilateral 

Statement was signed which stopped the war and officialised the 

great victory of Azerbaijan. In the statement were considered to end 

the military operations in the conflict region, the liberation of 

Aghdam, Kalbajar and Lachin regions by the specified dates, the 

deployment of a Russian peacekeeping contingent in the region 

where the Armenian population lives and in the Lachin corridor for a 

period of 5 years, the establishment of a peacekeeping center for 
                                                      

35 Resolution 822 (1993) Adopted by the Security Council at its 3205 th Meeting 

on 30 Aprel 1993 // Aggression of the Republic of Armenia Against the 

Azerbaijani Republic. Information Bulletin, – Baku: The Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of the Azerbaijan Republic – 1994. – pp. 13-14. 
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monitoring the ceasefire, returning of internally displaced persons 

and refugees under the control of the UN High Commissioner for 

Refugees, exchange of prisoners of war and other detainees and 

bodies of the dead, restoration of all economic and transport links in 

the region and etc. important issues.36 

 The 44-day Patriotic War was the focus of US political circles 

and media. The US took certain steps considering the change of the 

geopolitical situation in the region and the fact that it might lose its 

ability to control the region. However, such attempts did not 

significantly affect the progress of the processes. The main reason for 

the inability of the United States to show full activity was related to 

the political processes taking place within itself. The reactions of 

various political forces in the US to the events were directly related to 

the presidential elections held in the country. 

 Of course, it was undesirable for the United States that 

Russia’s taking the initiative in the process of ending the war and 

sending military forces to the region, even in the form of 

peacekeeping forces. US diplomacy has made efforts together with 

France to regain its lost role in conflict resolution. 

 The second paragraph of the third chapter is entitled "The 

attitude of the United States to the Second Karabakh War and its 

possibilities of influence on the post-war settlement process". 
During the Patriotic War, the fierce struggle for the presidency in the 

United States diverted this country’s attention from the South 

Caucasus. The United States, which is interested in the integration of 

the countries of the region into the Western geopolitical space, does 

not agree with being left out of the game at an important point. The 

prospects of joining the European integration processes of 

Azerbaijan, located on the borders of the West and the East, are 

considered important and bright.37 

                                                      

36 İlham Əliyev xalqa müraciət edib: [Elektron resurs] / Azərbaycan 

Respublikasının Prezidentinin rəsmi internet səhifəsi. – Bakı, – 10 noyabr, 2020. 

URL: https://president.az/articles/45924/print 
37 Hüseynova, H.K. Müasir inteqrasiya prosesləri. Dərslik. / H.K.Hüseynova. - 

Bakı, - 2010. - s.255. 
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 After the signing of the November 10 Statement, the 

geopolitical processes in the region turned against Armenia. This 

activated the Armenian lobby in the United States. In particular, the 

election of J.Biden, a representative of the Democratic Party, over 

which the Armenian lobby has a significant influence, raised great 

hopes in Armenia. On the eve of Biden's becoming the president, the 

strengthening of the influence of Russia, which took advantage of the 

political turmoil in the US and took on the role of the main mediator 

and regulator in the region, worried the official Washington. In this 

regard, US diplomacy has tried to regain the role it lost together with 

France, another geopolitical player who was offside in regional 

politics after the war. After the Statement was signed, the urgent visit 

of the co-chairs of the Minsk Group from France and the United 

States to the South Caucasus on December 12 was an indication of 

this. Attempts by the US diplomacy to revive the conflict, which was 

actually resolved by military and political means, and claiming that 

there are some problems (the status of territories where Armenians 

lives in Karabakh, etc.) were met with a strong reaction by 

Azerbaijan.38 The US State Department believed that despite the end 

of the military phase, a major security problem remained in the 

region.  

 In this paragraph, it is noted that in the current geopolitical 

situation, the US does not have the ability to seriously influence 

regional processes. Research shows that in order to secure and 

strengthen US interests in the region in the strategic situation after the 

Patriotic War it is important for the US to support Azerbaijan's 

position based on long-term peace. Only such an approach can 

strengthen the security and independence of the regional states and 

contribute to the establishment of long-term and reliable peace in the 

South Caucasus. 

                                                      

38 Improving Prospects for Peace after the Nagorno-Karabakh War: [Electronic 

resource] / İnternational Crisis Group. – December 22 2020. URL: 

www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/caucasus/nagorno-karabakh-conflict/b91-

improving-prospects-peace-after-nagorno-karabakh-war 



27 

In the third paragraph of the third chapter called "Armenian 

separatism in the Samtskhe-Javakheti region of Georgia as a 

threat to US interests", attention is drawn to the presence of another 

potential source of conflict in the South Caucasus region. The claims 

of the Armenians here have been a threat to the security of the region 

for many years, as well as a means of pressure and threats against 

Georgia by Russia, which has an interest in the region. It is not 

excluded that interested states in the region may have different plans 

for the future regarding the possibilities of using such potential zones. 

From this point of view, it is necessary to pay attention to the 

processes in the Samtskhe-Javakheti region, which is a potential 

conflict region where a real ethnic conflict can be experienced in the 

South Caucasus. The demands made by the separatist Armenians in 

Samtskhe-Javakheti are almost the same as the demands made in the 

80s of the 20th century regarding the mountainous part of the 

Karabakh region of Azerbaijan.39 

  After the "Rose Revolution" in Georgia with the financial 

support of the United States, the Russian-Georgian conflict draws 

attention as one of the main reasons why Russians supported the 

separatists in Javakheti as well as South Ossetia and Abkhazia. The 

region is also considered a "gateway" in Armenia, which has long 

played the role of Russia's outpost in the Caucasus.  

 Inculcated point to Armenians in Javakheti by Armenia and 

Armenian terrorist organizations is that the oil and gas pipeline 

projects realized with the participation of Azerbaijan do not meet the 

interests of the Armenians of the region. The Armenian population 

also has a hostile attitude to energy projects such as Baku-Tbilisi-

Ceyhan, Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum which were implemented with the 

aim of ensuring the energy policy of the USA and Europe and 

transport projects such as Baku-Tbilisi-Kars. In many cases, for the 

sake of its own interests, Russia which tries not to let the USA into 

                                                      

39 Həbibbəyli, Ə.İ. Ermənilər Qazfqazda daha bir separatist bölgə yaradır - 

Gürcüstanın ərazi bütövlüyü təhlükədə - araşdırma: [Elektron resurs] / Strateq, - 

Bakı, - 2017. URL: http://strateq.az/manshet/220283/ermənilər-qafqazda-daha-bir-

separatist-bol-gə-yaradir.html/ 
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the region, and does not want the European Union to diversify its 

energy sources, builds its propaganda among the local population on 

the basis of populist nationalism.  

 As soon as problems arise in Georgia's internal or external 

relations, anti-Georgian forces immediately become active in 

Javakheti. During the 44-day Patriotic War between Azerbaijan and 

Armenia in 2020, Armenians living in Samtskhe-Javakheti region 

acted against the Georgian state. So, aid was sent from here to 

Armenia by various means, illegal "volunteer" groups (actually 

terrorist groups) were formed in the region, and they came to fight in 

the occupied territories of Azerbaijan. During the mentioned period, 

the Armenians of this region organized illegal actions in front of the 

embassies and diplomatic corps of various countries in Georgia and 

did not hesitate to take provocative steps. 

 The Armenian government has repeatedly stated in its 

statements that there is no Javakheti issue in relation to the territorial 

integrity of Georgia and that they have no influence on the events 

taking place here. Despite the fact that such an issue has been raised 

today, unfortunately, it is not an exception to raise this issue if USA 

influence in the region is strengthened. 

 In the conclusion section, the final provisions of the studies 

were expressed, and based on them, the applicant came to the 

conclusion that in order to analyze the South Caucasus policy of the 

United States more deeply, it is important to conduct studies on the 

role of interest groups and special lobby groups in the foreign policy 

of the United States. In order to analyze the US South Caucasus 

policy more deeply in future researches it is necessary to conduct a 

systematic analysis of think tanks and study their effects on foreign 

policy. If the USA wants to maintain its influence in the region and 

increase its influence, it should raise the level of cooperation with the 

Republic of Azerbaijan as the leading state of the region and not 

approach the processes with double standards. 
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